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The Egyptian Maritime – Postal History – 1845-1889 

Gold Medal - Philatelic Literature  

Congratulations Hany Salam 
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اي معل َمان ومطا لحياحل. له بمحُ المُث رمش سشا عشفى اسشاس الخلُد.اء فى الحياة سش مه ان العط

مه أعطى مل ٌزا العطاء َ مٍما مخبىا مه ملماث الشثاء فله وُفيل حقل لما قذمخً مه َقج َ جٍذ 

 بحب َ حفان فى سبيل حطُس َ حقذم ٌُايت جمع طُابع البشيذ.

 حغمذك الله بُاسع سحمخً َأسنىل فسيح جىخً

َاوا اليً ساجعُن َاوا لله  

 

Tarek Mokhtar a board member, a scholar, an exhibitor and a friend.  

Tarek is one of the most popular figures in the hobby in Egypt and the 

Arab world. He is a kind, loveable and generous friend to everyone. 

 Our heart drips with blood over his loss. May God bless him with his vast 

mercy and make him dwell in His vast Paradise and grant his family 

patience and solace.  
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The Royal Philatelic Society London 

 

The Mohamed Aly Post (MAP) 

 The True Story of the Egyptian Vice Royal Post 

By Mahmoud Ramadan EPS board member 

 

 

Reviewed by Gregory Todd FRPSL. 

 

'Upper Egypt' is, most confusingly for some of us, the geographically southern 

part of Egypt, below Cairo. Whilst the 'Poste Vice-Reali Egiziane' (the 'PV-RE' or 

Egyptian Vice Royal Post) in Egypt is well known from its inception in 1864, when 

the Posta Europea system was purchased and transferred to the State, the area 

covered by this system was largely all points north from Cairo to Alexandria and 

East as far as Suez, in line with the burgeoning railway system. 

However, as Mr. Ramadan points out in his introduction, the purchase also 

included the Mohamed Aly Post ('MAP'). Due to a paucity of material, this service, 

whilst alluded to and hesitantly listed by Jean Boulad d'Humieres and Peter Smith 

amongst others in the past, has been unable to be studied in full. 

The 'MAP' service, from circa 1825 until 1875, was normally stampless but not 

entirely so from 1866. Letters mailed from Cairo to 

Upper Egypt - the southern towns on the Nile such as Assiout, Ghirgeh, Qena, 

Esna, Aswan, Korosko, Wadi Halfa and as far as Khartoum (and even further) 

utilised the Mohamed Aly Post with weights recorded in dirhems rather than 

grams (1 dirhem = 3.12 grams), cancellations in Arabic rather than Italian (the 

lingua franca of the PV-RE), the hijiri and Coptic calendar were often utilised. 

Therefore one can see why philatelists had problems examining the 'MAP' covers.  
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This book explains, with superb illustrations throughout, the methods and rates of 

postage to and from Upper Egypt and the Sudan. The author, by precise 

illustrations has thankfully, for those of us who do not read Arabic, listed all the 

known cancellations of this service (Ottoman-inspired negative seal types) and 

provided details of all the known cancellations that were unearthed, primarily from 

the Biolato collection and the 'Asyut Find' of 2016 and the now known dates of 

use. It is only a pity the find was not larger as the covers themselves remain 

rarities. 

The author has also provided a splendid chapter on how to 'read' and identify the 

Arabic addressed and annotated covers and has provided a listing of the rates 

charged for the 

MAP service between the various towns. This is an invaluable book for all students 

of 

Egyptian and Sudanese philately and the author is to be congratulated on his 

research and diligence on a fascinating and difficult subject. The last wonderful 

point about this book is that the author will offer the book, when circumstances 

permit, free of charge to all members of the Egypt Study Circle and this generosity 

is also to be applauded. 
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Shibin El-Kom Postmarks 1870 - 1922 

By EPS member Tarek Mokhtar 

* This one frame exhibit collected a Gold and large vermeil medals several times in Cairo, 

New York, Greece, Taiwan, Sngapoore, Thailand & UAE. 

 

* It was also exhibited in MonacoPhil 2019 29
th

 November 2019 – Treasures of 

Egypt 
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The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that 

Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously 

translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections, 

with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question. 

 

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages 

and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the 

interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical 

circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon, 

handwritten annotations and talismanic markings. 

 

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item; 

front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall 

be happy to oblige as soon as possible. 

 

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items. 

egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.comEmail :  

mailto:egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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